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Ar a period when ths ty of increaſing the 5 5 1 
: Cultivation of Waſte and Barren Grounds, and 2 : 
thereby the fabliſtence of che People, Kg. 75 


lt, you ot de a greater ſeryice to'yotr e wh. 
nan publiſte che following "neveſting paper. 


IMPROVEMENT OF MOSS. © © 
The HagHLAanD Socizxx, at a late 5 Een 
having voted a GoLD Muvar of TEN Guinzas 4 
value, to be preſented to Mr. SwrrHy of Swen- 7 19 
NID Aula, Ayrſbire, for his extenſive IMPROVES 1 5 
MENT of a large tract of Moss on his 8 
which 2 large quagtity. of ground hi 2 
produced nothing, has been brought into Fi >» 
: 2 . | : f ö ' YE : N 2 
Re py | by | % | : ; 
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much clear gain added to the Poxutc srdek, we think 
it will be acceprable to ſuch of dur AGRICULTURAL | 
READ ERS as are unacquainted with Mr. SMiTH's 
method of IMPROVING Moss, to publiſh an ac- 
count of it. | 
<4 In many places of Scotland, the wultivation and 
improvement of Moss has been lately adopted with 
great ſucceſs to the proprietors, and advantage to 
the public—Beſides the extenſive improvement made 
by Mr. SmiTH, an experiment to a conſiderable 
extent has been alſo made on the Eſtate of Pottieſbill, 
near Bathgate ; ; and an excellent crop produced, of 
Oats, Barley, Lint, - Peaſe, and Potatoes, where 
_ - nothing grew before. | 


* 
* 0 
. . 
- 
. A * * | . . 
1 5 0 . * 
: | . - * 0 3 
— . . — 
5 * ” * * 89 4 , * 2 
7 ” : 5 " 4 * 
5 1 1 o 0 4 ? . = * * 
x C " — 
x py i : W * . x 
* , 4 7 * . 
: . . — 5 p 
* 


* 7 the mode which 110 3 ſucee Sefull 
pPractiſed by Mr, SM1TH, of Swinridgemuir, for the 
4 improvement of his Moss Lanps, between * and 

Irvine, in the County f Ayr. 


| Mossxs are of various ads. but may be reduced 
i to the two following : I. Black or Peat Moſs, and 
1 5 II. White or Flow Moſs, called in Ireland, Red 
q 5 Moſs. | | Fs | 
8 © The firſt, which is compoſed of the roots and : 
| fibres of heath, and other large vegetables, is more 
= " ſolid and.' tenacious than the White-moſs, and in 
: conſequence, more improveable. * is generally 
Ef uſed as peat for fuel. TON ; 
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The ſecond retalns = great quantity of water, 
almoſt a fluid, and, when drained, ie of a" 
light ſubſtance! In Moſſes of this ſort, there is a 
ſtratum from three to twenty - four inches thick; of a 
ous ſubſtance, above the black peat, which, 
when cut for fuel, is laid aſide, beingcino 
ien Feen burdi, "TIF n fort of- Moſs.is- not 


this eee is er chick; 25 r 
time to conſolidate, before the lime or other manure 


certain, though in two years it becomes 
good as the other, and is improved to ada 
The Moſſes here are, in general, from eight to . 
teen feet deep, and the ſucceſs in reclaiming. . 
has been the ſame, whatever was their depth. e 

The firſt thing to be done, is e EIN 
main or inaſter drains,” in order to carry off dhe 'fu- 
perſluous water, taking care to preſerve the 
poſſible level, which in every cafe that habyet ee 
curred, has deen cafily obtained, and which drains 
can be, and are fo conſtrued, as to divide the field 
into incloſures ſrom fix; to ten Scots abres. It the 
Moſs declines, the. incloſures may be of any: vitnen | 
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be dimenſions of theſe drains, hen Sul made, * 


are eight feet wide at top, by fobr ahd a half foet 
gradually contracting to tw D and a halt n 
bottom, and coſt at the rate of one thilling 
of eighteen anda half feet, running taoaſure. 93 The | 
ridges are chen 49: be marked of: 4 
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upon it, and he firſt crops ate not fo NS 
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begun, ibe work ia continughy by cutting-with the = 
ſpade, in width abqut twelve inches, and turning im 
over, taappeatance as if dome with a plough, until 13 
vou come to tho di vi son arrow. which ſhoul&:be 
oro ſapeidey, envi and theowh upon the Gdes af 


CS.) 


Wise brad, formed, . dhe wee Atithe | 


manner following: i OW n, „Lit g aeg 
In ibo center of each: 4 Monte of «bout twang y 


. zngbes is allowed in remain untauehed. an each ſidt 
off ich a ſurtow is opened, >and turned upon the 


vptenched ſpage, ſo as completely to ccyer in, > Fhus 


we ridges. 1 0 er age in n 


The ph os. FUL W is Abe regu= 


lated by circumſtances, according as the Neſs! is wet 


or dry, but ſo as to anſwer the purpoſe of draining 


the main drans. 

It d abſereed; tag oe 
alter-oxpps./ 
mation of the ridges. They muſt not be made'tog 
high in the middle, for there they will be too dr, 
ſor che lime to act; and near the furrows they wrilb 
be too wet, which is equally prejudicial ; they ſhould: | 
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The operation of-digging and formbiig the: ridges. - 
hjs generally. been done by contract, and where the 


ſurface is tolerably even or equal, it coſts. one pbund 


thirteen ullings and four pence: per Soots acre, or 


ds very: much upan'a- proper fore. 


therefore / he conſtructed with a gentle. declivity-:td- 45 

wards the furrows, ſo as the rain which e G 

rather filtrate through the age te the, kung, 
than run quickly off the ſurface. & 
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or bleeding the Moſs, . 258 e 5 
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Brent Holes; at wheel harr 6 alte ie belt Fem 2 
two pounds to two pounds two nd 8 „ 

lte nent operarioir is to top-dte per Win 
Nine, at the rate of kibem Four to ght Mieses 
per Able: Fe Winecheſter buſhels ke 4 öbll, 1 
And ejptit bells à chatder, of ſhel} ee ...- on 


ftteen” bolts" poltdbret-lithe;" being en 6 Grana) BT 
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Meſure of Iime ir this diflAR (rin lind et caphlr, 25 1 1 
which is only four Winchieſtt buthbls) 2 HE" "0 _— 


Makes; i 


te me is put om aftef Bain Etter. _— 
Oba and liche 48 Und in the WsfRhbStHrHC Gd, Hate  _ 3 
Prin ce of and & Re Kidd, 1. c i «© 6 
and two-fetics' per bon; ſhbfls of five” Wiel b 
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buth@ls:" WT SIE #3. 4 $0: 8 EN 1 8 n R A f $5 "a "4 
Th Mrs Is of #confitletable Cxtent, Wü d | 
to ſuperfrial rsd HAS been we die e — YI 
' Ae of ir, ſo 4 tb ait nf Rorſe s. - 
fall trech' br Grain ib cut dh both fldes eee, 5 1 7 
and ure rohd cbeted with Rravel, or Ame Hart Als: . 


ande, and ſeefis 0 fand Well. "By VHS Be 
add dung is eitfried Angle bre e 
pt upon the ridge from Plagke. by tel dae — +. 
The ſdcbnd year After the main arid Bae bebn 2 * 
made, the! Nides Con folidate i as to carry eee 3 
cuts in ſümtner, und tie Mine and dd Kemer 1 99 4 
by them to the rod} al de crbpb in * al 
fake Mute: Moved G11 οννν? ͥ ny 1 > 4 
Thie Proper ſeaſon-t6/ plepare td men Wr „ "a 
top, l prec 1 1 — - 
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Wiener . makes a pankderable proweſs in. e 


pßoceſs of putrefaction, confequently forms a moyld 
to receive the ſesd. Gian 50 NET birior; r 


Oats are. ſometimes ſown. as 2 firſt r thay 
very often} miſgiue the fiſt year, and from what 
1: Jaw, and | 


in formed, nrver ought to be. done | 
2 dung, can at any expence be procured, Fe- 
toes planted in what is] called the lazy, ed. way, 
_ to be;the; firſt crap-! The method. is ſimple 
and attended with little expene. The Mois pre- 
pared e and limed as before deſcribed; the 
Potatpe-beds/next ſpring are marked off, acroſs the 


The 


of about, two, feet, a furrows or 


beds are covered over with a thin firatum ; of. dung, 


about eighteen ſingle-horſe; carts to an acre, the 
cuttings, of Potatoes are laid pr placed upon the beds, 
about ten or twelye inches aſunder, - and the whole 
coyered oyer with a ſtratum of Meſs, from the 
intermediate trenches, which is followed by another 
coyering, from.the trenches, when the Potajoe plants 
make their firſt. appearance, the covering in whole 
four or five inches, In this ſtate they remain with- 
out any bocing till the crop is taken up. Tbe pro- 
duce never leſs than from forty to vfty. bolls of 
\ excellent -Potatoes,. eight Winahaſter buſheis to * 
bell, and the huſhęl a little.heaped,.. 

When the Potatoe crop is removed, the. re 
again formed as before deſcribed, and the. diviſign- - 
furrow cleared out, which coſts. at the . nes 188. 
Per U. e ie el 


WY 8 * W N 
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4 Ja erer this Pact i of the per wi . 2 

y pecur, that f grpater fart of the 1 "+ 
. de buried in Alling up the trenches h. eee _ 


is Bot ihe caſe;.: The. 1.201 


wan ate, 50 cuts, with. ür ſpades 1. * 

inches diſtance, upon he fide. of the trench; * B "I 
Gln 3 l it, as deep. gs the. trench, I 

|  whigh, inſtead, of, furning aver. he, pfeſles a) foot t 
forward i 1 the trench, which is continued the] . 

bolt it, and when he comes to the other ſide, be does 3 
the ſame; making both meet, and ſo proceeds; "3 —_— 
chat no part of the manureck ſurface is thrown down, 
aud che ridge left in the ſame form as before the -- ©. 


2328 = 
- 


* 


* 


lagyrbeds were gde. OTE 40 on _— 
It may be. here xema bed, that every l 2 „ 
done upon Moſs by ie Tpade, 'can be executed at the CEN | 


mind of the expence, that would be requiſite, on any 5 E 
the caſieſt rought dry land. Moſs is a light ſubſtanoe ere... 
ſufficiently: renatious, never ſtieks 16 the ſpade; ard | 2 


requires no force to cut it, as it works as eaſy as 4 


new made cheeſe would. Any perſon who has ſeen 1 nl 
Moſſes dug for-peats/as fuel, will be convinced bow | : "Op . 

„ quick, and * what fncility it is dong. ee — 
labourers not aneuſthmed tt. e ain, - 
WVhen the Potatoe crop:is 6 = ye „ 
formed, they remain in that ſtate. till Spring, hen 
Oats are, ſown, (a wet or dry ſeaſon has from ex-“ 9 
perience. been found a matter of indifference) and - = 
— |; hargowed j in. with a a ſmall harrow drawn. by two Wen, 5 4 
Four men th caſe. barrow at leaſt one acre one Bs _ 
rood per day, two and two by turns with the barrow, | — 


* / ; 7 
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And the other tw es, 
fmocthing the Wee N and Avithic 
Me mo ; ind elearing '6etthe Hivilibns Karol; 
2 Which laft, in All Herztlons 

tally y. e ear! 


br Klee Vats are 
or Cod. deed runs 
bs becörtte def., 

Lon ſequently this gratir is of meat quart 55 ald Uf. 
productive in meal. eee een bu. rat 
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" Nate:=The acre in this aqcoubt,' is always meant 


he Geo Acre, de nearly one- fifth. larger: than the 
Engliſh : acre. r 07 89 —v⁰M £1; 2974 Pg 
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The average ſize of the incloſures 


is «eight acres; to iticloſeiwhich by the}. 


main drains, will require 143 falls, of 
eighteen: and a half feet each, at 28. 


per fall in ang: for one acrez }/ , 

174 falls. [OPS DL e et 

Di igging and forming the ridges == IE 

with the diviſion-furrows, is from 11, 2 5 

138, to A. 28. e a « g ä =" O99 
* 5 1 |; 92 
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In Moſs; 18 "oY | 


top dreſſing one acre, 8 
chalders, being 226 bu 
Mels of 64 bolls, at Is, 
E e bd 
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20 aniguaH 


oo ined ond Tent © nag cif si bng otulibe> ll. 
The diſtan 5 


„2772 
one mile o one 


and whalf mile, 64 bolls 


may ata greats diſtanoe 
de carried. for 5 25 
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Expence of 64 bells lime 0 


Laying on the me 40 3 


Value of the dung, fuppoſing it bought; 
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per ſingle bert cart, 20 carts | 


wo” .s v we —— ? g „ — * 


1 on the gung 0 k 
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Trenching lazy-beds för covering the 
Potatoes | „„ 
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Three bolls of Potatoes f 
Taking up the Potatoes and 


1,994 20h £35 
ſeed at $s. 


140 


Intereſt of C. 14 o Sd. for 1 


3 Total expanca : 


Produce of Potatoes from 40 to 50 bo 
v i 4© bolls, : at 8s. ber! 
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ma wy Mapa d e ng 8 
One boll of Oats for ſeed j + EET a0 W 0 
Four men harrow one acre Per dy at I. J te 
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6d. each : | <3! Yi; tag” 100 605 0 


Reaping 6s. —Carrying off 28. d. 0 8. 6 


Leading and ſtacking as. 6d. —Threſhing 5. 8. 0 7. 6 

þ 97 94 . 
Dreſing 15.—Carrying to > market's vo 4 | 
F 50 4 
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7 > 75 1.0 eb 
Intereſt for ane. years +; ORF 0 


Produce of Io bolls per acre 
„ „ 4 5 10 ry 


Value of the Straw | 1 wa IE 


Gain on a the ſecorid'year * 
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1 THIRD YEAR, | mw 8 
bk. | Digging the ridges 5 55 Hg <0,:,&: © 
* One doll of Oats for ſeſdcdg 013.0 
E -, | Farfowing bs,—Reaping 65 5 „ 72 
EER 
| Leading and ſacking” WS 0 2 6 
| ; Threſhing 58. —Dreſſing 18. 0 2 
1 Carrying to market 9 - _ 0 5 0 
Clearing main-drains „ 
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5 is ſo conſolidsted 4 to be 
ploughed by horſes, within two bouts or 
of the AER 264 and the crop removed by 
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One boll of Oats — 6 13 00 
| Grafs ſeedss 25 „ 5 0-0 
Harrowing with horſes 3F-ZReaping 58. o 8 0 
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Tpbe reclaiming, Moſs, vpgn, Abs, ge Sir * 
to be gf very e at canſequence,, and when is fees 
better known,,, will om experience, fufſeß fir 
improvement- , There, 4 many, Por ning : 
this. ſort of ground. in Greet*Britqin,; tw. in 4 
mates where .cora thrives well z, ſorag;ip-cthe very. 
| beſt; carn, counirigs,. wb lime, PArls, RL SW 
calcaxgous, matter can be obtained At @ moderate ex... 
pence 3 which, appears, 40 he bar is, moſt eſſentially, 
neceſſary in this improvement; and nch gregiat 
quantities o of Moſs. abound. in a Tela. e wich 
produces a penny per acre in 1 ies naturg] it ate, Fhers. | 


is no danger of not obtaining a proper Level, fox, in 
moſt large Mofles a river runs through them, and 


were it otherwiſe, and that they had no level, they 
would in time become lakes. | 
There are no waſte lands which can be improved 
with equal advantage as Moſs; none will give ſo 
quick, or ſo large returns, or be ſo permanent.— 
Any perſon poſſeſſed of Moſs, and who may be de- 
ſirous to make the experiment, ſhould go himſelf, 
or ſend a man experienced in agriculture, . to ſee the 
operations carried on at Swinridgemuir.; and before 
he begins, endeavour to engage a labourer from that | 
part of the country, whe has been experienced in 
the buſineſs, which they perform with great eaſe 
and dexterity, and there is no doubt but his own. 


people will ſoon get into the method. If that gan- 


* — 3639 


not be ahtainad. labeuger: max "ber {ernreawork = 


there a ſhort time, which will anfwer the Pons Io 
. well. ; 


8 


8 
gs 
* 


17 


„„ VII 
2 * 
* 


- 


1 
48 
- 


f\ - 


23 | 


* 


. = NE 


— 4850 0 


if or 


\ i. 


„ . 'a"lats 
d effect as arge 
\ WF - - TS £9 4 


» 
re 1 
— 
” 


ee lulicient for oe 


20 


* 


IN. . a 
ie crops, 1 
C187 51 


E 14 * 


% * * 
— 
* ” 
— 
P * * - 
= . * o » 
0 - 
* 
4 by 6 - ” 
% 1 
. —_— 4 
"Pj . 
* % i . 
— * 6 \ 
4 ; 
= * 8 , — \ 
* ef P % 
' 
. 5 , 
K * 
— * — F * 
| * k 4 
\ - 
** * » 
» ' ko — 1 
/ : A 
Fd e 
0 4 * 
* 8 
* * — a 
. "2 1 FR 
* hy * A - — 
— , - ä 
. 
* 
\ * - 
1 - 2 L 1 
— 1 — * 1 % 
1 
Y * 
* 7 
\ = 
- * 
0 
* ö 1 N 
4 - 
f 
8 * : 
”—_ 
4 5 N 'P x fd 4 
% 


